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ATEE 2025 General Assembly 
Second meeting

Online, 1st October 2025
AGENDA
1. Apologies and adoption of the agenda 

2. Quorum check

3. Nomination of scrutineers and minute takers
4. Adoption of the minutes of the last General Assembly
5. Presentation of the Annual Report by the President
6. Approval of the 2024 Annual Accounts and the 2025 Budget – report by the Treasurer

7. Presentation of the Annual Report by the EJTE Editors
8. Presentation of the RDCs report by the RDCs Coordinator
9. Adoption of the Internal Rules
10. Election and re-election of the members of the Administrative Council 
11. Election of the new Vice President

12. Handover to the new President

13. Speech by the new President

14. Matters arising 
15. Closure of the General Assembly
MINUTES

The second meeting of the 2025 ATEE General Assembly commenced at 6 p.m. (Brussels time), and was chaired by the President of the Association, Michiel Heijnen.  

As per Art. 19 of the Statutes, unless otherwise stipulated in these Statutes, the General Assembly shall be validly constituted when at least two Members of the Association are present or represented.
1. Apologies and adoption of the agenda 
Apologies were sent by:

University of Bergamo, proxy to Virginia Capriotti (12 votes)

Cigdem Sahin, proxy to Manuela Schlick (1 vote)

Aleksandra Maksimovic, proxy to Pettra van Beveren (1 vote)

Diola Bijlhout, proxy to Maria Teresa Vilaca (1 vote).
2. Quorum check

Four members were represented by proxies, and twenty-three members attended the online meeting. 
The meeting was quorate.  Eight members joined the meeting later.
The President declared that the second meeting of the ATEE General Assembly was quorate and could take place.
3. Nomination of scrutineers and minute takers
The President appointed Mariagrazia Tagliabue to take minutes and check the results of votes cast by members via Google Forms.
4. Adoption of the minutes of the last General Assembly
The President of the ATEE asked the attendees to read and adopt the minutes of the following meetings:

· Second meeting of the Extraordinary General Assembly held online on 20 February 2025; 
· First meeting of the General Assembly held in Dublin (Ireland) on 28 August 2025.
The minutes of both meetings were unanimously adopted by the Assembly.
5. Presentation of the Annual Report by the President
Michiel Heijnen shared his presentation showing the activities carried out over the past year.
Monthly online meetings of the Administrative Council were held to make decisions and build the team, the Editors and the RDCs Coordinator were invited to attend.  New members joined the AC in February 2025, and the leadership team enlarged to ten members.

A new Treasurer, T.J. O’Ceallaigh, was elected in August 2025 replacing Teresa O’Doherty who ended her mandate.

A new Coordinator for the Research & Development Communities, Manuela Schlick, was elected in January 2025 replacing Ronny Smet who later became a member of the Administrative Council together with Pettra van Beveren.
The Association was represented at several events which took place in Brussels, and this enabled us to contribute to the EU education policy and to increase the visibility of the same was increased.

The President encouraged members to attend events organised by the European Institutions through the possibilities disseminated via the ATEE newsletter, e.g. Chandrika Devarakonda was selected to represent the Association at a conference on Citizenship Education in organised by the Council of Europe in Montenegro.
Three excellent conferences were organised in 2024 and 2025, thanks to the work of the ATEE members.

Collaboration with ATE USA was enhanced and the President and Executive Director attended the Annual Conference in Dublin.
The AC established a new project policy, included in the Internal Rules of the Association, to make sure that the involvement of the ATEE in funded projects is subject to the approval of the ATEE Administrative Council.
The European Journal of Teacher Education continued to be a highly appreciated scientific publication, also thanks to the current Editors Anja Swennen and Manuela Heinz.
The updated amount in the bank account was 110,644.86 EUR as of 30 September 2025, which demonstrated a healthy financial position.
Michiel Heijnen thanked all the ATEE members, the Editors, the RDCs Coordinator and all the present and past members of the Administrative Council for their commitment to the Association.
All the members of the Association expressed their gratitude to Michiel Heijnen.
6. Approval of the 2024 Annual Accounts and the 2025 Budget – report by the Treasurer
The President gave the floor to Teresa O’Doherty who reported on the status of the ATEE finances. 
The Treasurer explained that previous budgets included some funding to partly finance the RDCs activities and enabled to fund some RDCs projects:
2022: 9,000 EUR

2023: 6,000 EUR 

2024: 2,000 EUR

Total amount 17,000 EUR 

4,000 EUR spent by the RDC Science & Maths Education in 2024.

2,775 EUR spent by the RDC Empowering Teacher Educators in 2025.

The quote for revamping the ATEE website was 14,165 EUR, and the amount foreseen was 10,000 EUR in 2024 and 6,000 EUR in 2025 for a total of 16,000 EUR.
The Treasurer underlined how this would be a good investment for the future.
With regard to the 2024 Financial Statement, the Treasurer reported that the amount for the EJTE royalties whereas the conference and membership income was lower than expected since no annual conference was organised in 2024:
· Membership 23,057 instead of 31,500 EUR.

· Spring Conference 4,840 EUR.

· Royalties 70,906 EUR.

· Total income 145,755 EUR in 2024.
Costs in 2024 were higher than anticipated due to an increase in general costs: 81,798 EUR instead of 73,250 EUR for extra staff costs.
Some other costs were represented by:

Editors’ fees and expenses: 24,001 EUR

Direct conference costs 1,988 EUR

Other fees 12, 486 EUR

Taxes on royalties 8,444 EUR

Total costs: 139,230 EUR

Results 6,525 EUR

The total income foreseen for the 2025 Budget will be 175,046 EUR.
The expected income for the 2025 Annual Conference will be 15,000 EUR due to the increased fee equal to 60 EUR per delegate (increased with respect to the previous years) to be paid to the ATEE.
The Treasurer asked the ATEE members whether they had any questions.  No questions were asked by the attendees.
The Treasurer and the President asked the members to raise their hands and vote for the approval of the 2024 financial report. The report was unanimously approved.
The Treasurer and the President asked the members to raise their hands and vote for the approval of the 2025 Budget. The annual budget for 2025 was approved,
The Treasurer and the President asked the members to raise their hands and vote for the discharge of the ATEE Administrative Council.

The ATEE Administrative Council was discharged.
7. Presentation of the Annual Report by the EJTE Editors
The President gave the floor to Manuela Heinz and Anja Swennen for the annual report of the European Journal of Teacher Education.
The Editors thanked everyone who contributed and supported the Journal, especially the members of the Editorial Board, who review at least eight articles per year.
Manuela Heinz continued with the report.
Last year a college of reviewers was established, and 29 scholars across the globe were committed to review at least six papers per year.
Three meetings were attended by the Editors to support the reviewers and asked the ATEE members for help with finding new reviewers.
The authors’ satisfaction with the review process increased over the last year and the editors were happy with the results.
From July 2024 to 2025 an increased number of submissions was recorded and a stable number of high-quality papers received.
The Editors were grateful for the collaboration with the ATEE Administrative Council.

Anja Swennen is about to conclude her second term as an EJTE editors, and two new Editors through an open call in June, with the aim to expand the Editorial team with two new colleagues who will take the role in January 2026.
Three Special issues published in the last year received a high number of citations and views. New special issues, e.g. one on AI in Teacher Education, are to be published by the end of the year.

The Best Paper Award was also selected by the Editors and presented at the Annual Conference in Dublin.
During the ATEE conference in Dublin a workshop was organised, and delegates were interested in publishing in the journal.
The Editor attended the AERA Conference to represent the ATEE and journal, and other conferences were attended to give workshops on the EJTE and promote the journal to a wider public audience.
Both Editors are preparing for the induction of the new Editors with many papers to be reviewed, they are always looking for reviewers and, if any member should be interested, they could get in touch with the editors

Manuela Heinz expressed her gratitude and special thanks to Anja Swennen for her work and personal qualities in performing the role of the EJTE Editor.
Congratulations and thanks were also sent to the Editors by the President, the AC members and ATEE members.
8. Presentation of the RDCs report by the RDCs Coordinator
The President gave the floor to Manuela Schlick, elected RDCs Coordinator in January 2025, who introduced herself to the audience. 

The report covers the timeframe February 2025 – October 2025: the coordinator received support from different actors in the ATEE, attended several meetings, and organised Chairs meetings and related activities.

The AC develop a new strategy to promote and diversify the RDCs activities

Other members interested in new topics for setting new groups and meetings arranged.
Currently, 13 RDCs are working, of which 2 groups revived, one new RDC on Emerging Researchers set up.

New strategies and initiatives for Research and Development Centers (RDCs) are being developed to enhance collaboration.

The annual conference in Dublin was successful, boosting engagement among RDC chairs and members.

The conference's networking meeting successfully informed participants about the different RDCs.

Many RDCs activities were held at the Annual Conference in Dublin, and the coordinator is still collecting feedback from the Chairs. Further development for the RDCs could be based on the suggestions received.

The RDCs coordinator provided a positive overview of recent activities and feedback from the Dublin conference.

The President thanked Manuela Schlick for her important work, and moved to the next item on the agenda.
9. Adoption of the Internal Rules
The President asked the members of the Association to adopt the modified Internal rules.

The new Internal Rules, already approved the Administrative Council of the Association, were unanimously adopted by the ATEE members.
A copy of the Internal Rules was posted on the ATEE website for all members.

10. Election and re-election of the members of the Administrative Council 
The President explained the rules for the elections in compliance with the Statutes of the Association and asked the candidates to introduce themselves:
1. Re-election of the following AC members for their second term as members of the ATEE Administrative Council (2025-2028):

Olena Shyan

Tadhg Joseph O’Ceallaigh

After their speeches, the President invited the ATEE members to vote for these two candidates via the different Google forms.
2. Election of the following AC members for their first term as members of the ATEE Administrative Council (2025-2028):

Mireia Usart Rodriguez

Paulo Cesar Martins

After their speeches, the President invited the ATEE members to vote for these two candidates via the different Google forms.

The President asked Mariagrazia Tagliabue to check the forms with votes and read the results of the elections.

The members of the ATEE voted for the elections of the following candidates as follows:

Olena Shyan: 29 YES, 1 NO
Tadhg Joseph O’Ceallaigh: 30 YES, 0 NO
Mireia Usart Rodriguez: 35 YES, 4 NO
Paulo Cesar Martins: 18 YES, 1 NO
The President announced that all the candidates were elected and congratulated the new members.
11. Election of the new Vice President
The President asked the candidate for the Vice Presidency to introduce himself to the ATEE membership and the members to vote afterwards.

The President asked Mariagrazia Tagliabue to check the form with votes and read the results of the elections.

Ronny Smet: 45 YES, 0 NO
Ronny Smet was elected by the ATEE members with 45 favourable votes.

The duration of his mandate is three years (2025-2028).

In compliance with Art. 30.3 of the Statutes, Ronny Smet was elected Vice President of the Association for Teacher Education in Europe for the term 2025-2028.
12. Handover to the new President
Michiel Heijnen concluded his mandate as President of the Association, and everyone expressed their appreciation for his leadership.

In compliance with Artilce 30.3 of the Statutes, the Vice President will become the President at end of the former President mandate.

The new President of the Association will be Agnieszka Szplit for the term 2025-2028.

3. From 1st October 2025 onwards, the Administrative Council of the Association for Teacher Education in Europe will be the following:

Agnieszka Szplit, President

Ronny Smet, Vice President

Tadhg Joseph O’Ceallaigh, Treasurer

Olena Shyyan, AC member

Jacob van Lakerveld, AC member

Onur Ergunay, AC member

Pettra van Beveren, AC member

Mireia Usart Rodriguez, AC member
Paulo Cesar Martins, AC member

Mariagrazia Tagliabue, acting as the authorised representative of the Association for 

Teacher Education in Europe – ATEE aisbl, with registered address in Rue de la Presse 4, judicial district of Brussels, shall proceed with the deposit of the legal documents in the Official Gazette of Belgium, ‘Moniteur Belge’.

13. Speech by the new President
The new President thanked the former President and took the floor for her speech.
14. Matters arising 
No matters arose during the meeting.
15. Closure of the General Assembly
After the discussion, the President closed the second meeting of the General Assembly at 7.45 pm CEST.

Read and approved on 9th October 2025.

Agnieszka Szplit




Ronny Smet

President of the ATEE 



Vice President of the ATEE
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